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the officials concerned for the peace and safety secured for me here. I
trust you will soon be able to secure peace and safety for those outside the
jail. We will accept them when they come in all humility but, I hope,
not in humiliation. We should seek no temporary peace, but permanent
peace based upon equality and on the principle of common participation for
common benefit, for, I believe that sort of peace only can be lasting. Peace
on any other terms is sure to leave a sting behind which will be beneficial
neither to the governed nor to the governors.
If we play the game manfully, honourably and without malice or
bitterness^ it does not much matter, in my humble opinion, whether we win
or lose; for selfless suffering^ if there be any, will not and cannot be lost
eternally.
The letter is countersigned by the Superintendent of the jail.
Motilalji warns me from his hotel in Lucknow against embarking
upon any premature and patched up peace. He is willing to be
in jail indefinitely. There are many Swaraj Ashrams cropping up
in our midst. But there are none so true as the jails. They are
built not with money but with stout hearts.
IN BURMA
The nationalist wave is spreading. I have made room for
two articles on Burma. Swami Shraddhanandji1 and Mr. Abbas
Tyabji gave me glowing accounts of the national awakening in that
land of elephants and wonders. The spoliation of Burma by the
British is a sad chapter in their sad history. And sadder still to
me is the fact that Indians have not hesitated to take part in the
spoil. I have never been able to take pride in the fact that Burma
has been made part of British India. It never was and never should
be. The Burmese have a civilization of their own. The Buddhism
of Burma is quite different from the Buddhism of India, as European
Christianity is totally different from Christ's Christianity. I wish
to say nothing in disparagement of either. The message of Jesus
was too strong for the European mentality. The message of the
Buddha was too strong for the Burmese mentality. Both the nations
have profited by the messages they received to the extent of their
receptivity. But there is no doubt that Europe has still to under-
stand the deep meaning and the mysteries of the mission of Jesus,
as the Burmese of the Buddha* This the latter can only do, if they
are enabled to progress along their own lines. It is, therefore, a
*Mahatma Munshiram (1856-1926); later known as Shraddhananda;
nationalist leader of Arya Sam^; took prominent part in public activities in
Delhi and the Punjab